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beauties in them. And if any man object the improbabilities
of a spirit appearing, or of a palace raised by magic; I
boldly answer him, that an heroic poet is not tied to a bare
representation of what is true, or exceeding probable ; but
that he may let himself loose to visionary objects, and to the
representation of such things, as, depending not on sense,
and therefore not to be comprehended by knowledge, may
give him a freer scope for imagination. It is enough that,
in all ages and religions, the greatest part of mankind have
believed the power of magic, and that there are spirits or
spectres which have appeared. This, I say, is foundation
enough for poetry : and I dare further affirm, that the whole
doctrine of separated beings, whether those spirits are
incorporeal substances (which Mr Hobbfts, with some
reason, thinks to imply a contradiction), or that they are a
thinner or more aerial sort of bodies (as some of the fathers
have conjectured), may better be explicated by poets than by
philosophers or divines. For their speculations on this
subject are wholly poetical; they have only their fancy for
their guide ; and that, being sharper in an excellent poet,
than it is likely it should in a phlegmatic, heavy gownman,
will see further in its own empire, and produce more satis-
factory notions on those dark and doubtful problems.

Some men think they have raised a great argument
against the use of spectres and magic in heroic poetry, by
saying they are unnatural ; but whether they or I believe
there are such things, is not material; it is enough that, for
aught we know, they may be in nature ; and whatever is, or
may be, is not properly unnatural. Neither am I much
concerned at Mr Cowley's verses before Gondibert, though
his authority is almost sacred to me: It is true, he has
resembled the epic poetry to a fantastic fairy-land ; but he
has contradicted himself by his own example : For he has
himself made use of angels and visions in his Davideis as
well as Tasso in his Godfrey.

What I have written on this subject will not be thought a
digression by the reader, if he please to remember what I
said in the beginning of this essay, that I have modelled my
heroic plays by the rules of an heroic poem. And if that be
the most noble, the most pleasant, and the most instructive
way of writing in verse, and withal the highest pattern of